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Exodus 14:5-31   Crossing the Red Sea    27/6/21 

I want you think back to the worst situation you’ve ever been in.  How did you react?  Did you 

panic…pray…despair...trust…become paralysed by fear…praise?  I think I’ve reacted in all those ways in 

various difficult situations I’ve faced over my life, but I know that I always ended up praising God in the end.  

The secret to an overcoming life of course is to praise while you are still in the situation!  That takes a lot of 

faith, but it is the way Christians are expected to face difficulties and, on the rare occasions when I’ve managed 

it, I can tell you – it works!  When you start praising God, in the middle of your difficulties, it becomes easy 

to pray and to trust. 

We have a saying: “We’re only human.”  It’s a way of excusing our fearful and faithless behaviour.  But, for 

the Christian, it is no excuse.  We are not “only human”; we have the Holy Spirit of the Almighty God living 

within us!  We should respond to situations with: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control.  Those of you who know your Bibles will realise that I have just reeled off the 

fruit of the Spirit listed by Paul in Galatians.  When we make the decision to become a Christian, the seed of 

all that fruit is planted within us and it is our job to cultivate it.  Our response to difficult situations should be 

for the fruit to be seen in our lives and so for us to have peace even in the middle of the trial. 

But let’s come now to our Bible Reading.  It shows us the Israelites in the worst situation they have ever been 

in – and they are “only human”.  They don’t yet fully know the God whom they serve and they certainly don’t 

have the privilege of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  Their leader does – Moses has met God face to face and he 

knows exactly how powerful God is and how much he can be trusted, in any situation.  And so it falls to Moses 

to lead the people into trusting God.  There is such a marked contrast between the reaction of the people and 

the reaction of their leader, and that is to be expected.  Moses knows his God; the people don’t.  They are all 

in exactly the same situation but what a difference if you know your God. 

So what exactly is this situation?  As we’ve been hearing over recent weeks, the Israelites have been slaves in 

Egypt for 400 years and at last Pharoah has agreed to set them free.  Wonderful!  What an answer to prayer!  

But today we read that Pharoah has changed his mind.  He wants his slaves back.  So, behind them they have 

the armies of Pharoah; around them they have the desert (without anywhere to hide) and in front of them they 

have the Red Sea, or Sea of Reeds.  When they left Egypt, they walked East to begin with but that would have 

taken them straight into a line of Egyptian fortifications, situated roughly where the Suez Canal is today, and 

so they turned South to avoid this obstacle, only to find themselves now pinned between Pharoah and a 

seemingly impassable stretch of water.  No doubt in time they would have found a way across, but time was 

the thing they didn’t have.  Pharoah’s chariots were catching up with them. 

What was their reaction to this situation?  Well, give them their due, they did pray at first – and then they 

panicked!  They lashed out at Moses in their utter despair – oh the joys of being in leadership! – and started 

twisting the truth and blaming him for taking them out of slavery when they were happy to be slaves!  Panic 

does strange things to our powers of reasoning – like sending it completely out the window.  

But look at Moses’ reaction.  What amazing words of faith in verses 13-14: 

Moses answered the people, ‘Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance 

the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.  The Lord will 

fight for you; you need only to be still.’ 
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This was a man who knew his God.  A man who had learned to trust his God.  A man led by the Holy Spirit.  

He is not uttering his wishful thoughts.  No, he has complete confidence that God will not only rescue his 

people but will also defeat and destroy their enemy so that there is no chance of them ever attacking again.  

Moses assures them that God will fight for them.  All they need to do is stand still.  But isn’t that sometimes 

the hardest thing to do?  To do nothing?  I don’t know about you, but I find it hard to do nothing!  My 

personality means that I prefer action to passivity.  How can I sit on the side lines when something needs to 

be done?  And yet sometimes that is exactly how we show our faith in God.  We do nothing and expect God 

to work it all out.  I am getting a bit better at this I think – God’s been working on me – but when your default 

is action, it’s hard to stand still. 

In verses 13 and 14, Moses comes across as such a faith-filled man – but God knows better!  While it’s true 

that the Israelites are not being called on to fight, God does expect them to keep walking with him, and he 

expects Moses to lead them.  Behind the words on the page, we see Moses frantically crying out to God.  He 

knows God will deliver them and he knows they don’t have to fight, but he’s lost sight of the fact that he still 

has to work in partnership with God.  He is God’s man and he must lead.  God will part the sea in front of 

them but Moses must first raise his staff over the water.  While God often tells us to stand still, he never tells 

us to lie flat on our backs and do nothing!  God does for us what we can’t do for ourselves, but he expects us 

to do whatever is within our ability. 

It can be so hard to get the balance right.  We are called to walk in faith, trusting in God alone, but faith has 

been described as “to hear and to obey”.  Sometimes doing what seems crazy is actually the right thing to do.  

Walking straight into a body of water which was far too deep for anyone to cross on foot seems crazy – but it 

is the way God is leading them so they must follow.  And since they lack faith, Moses’ faith must make up 

for theirs and he must lead with confidence.  I find it interesting that on the next occasion when the Israelites 

have a similar body of water to cross – 40 years later at the River Jordan – the waters don’t part until the 

priests get their feet wet by starting into the river!  In relation to that, they have it easy this time.  The water is 

parted before they have to cross it.  But then they have had 40 years to get to know their God before they 

reached the Jordan. 

We mustn’t let them off too easily though.  They had already been set free from slavery by miraculous means, 

they had a pillar of cloud and a pillar of fire to show them visibly that God was with them, indeed he was 

leading them.  And yet they still doubted.  And don’t we do the same?  I know I do.  No matter how much 

evidence I have of God’s presence and power, it’s still all too easy to doubt when difficulties come.  I need to 

trust more – perhaps we all need to trust more!  After all, we serve the God for whom nothing is impossible. 

Did you notice that God steps in with yet another help?  He plunges the Egyptians into darkness throughout 

the night while the Israelites walk in light.  All through the night, all through the waters, they are increasing 

the gap between themselves and the Egyptians.  They walk on while the enemy sleeps. 

It’s quite a miracle!  Even if you can explain what happened by tidal patterns and wind patterns, the timing is 

undoubtedly miraculous!  We so often see God’s hand in the “coincidences” he brings about in our lives.  It 

was William Temple, a former Archbishop of Canterbury, who said: 

When I pray, coincidences happen, and when I don't, they don't. 

I think we could take Moses’ staff held out over the water as a symbol of prayer.  He raised his staff and the 

waters parted; he raised it again and the waters returned.  God and man in partnership through prayer – and 



3 

 

isn’t that always the way when we see a great movement of God?  It never comes without praying people 

playing their part.   

The very waters that parted to let the Israelites escape are the waters which drown their enemy.  The chariots 

can’t stop – the Egyptians are so enraged at seeing their slaves escape that they are blind to the danger and 

race on to the sea bed only to be swallowed in the waves as they return to their place.  A great victory for 

Israel – and all they had to do was obey and keep walking with God.  It was that simple – or that difficult!  For 

it took courage and faith, make no mistake about that. 

So what can we learn from this?  The Israelites never forgot the lesson.  The crossing of the Red Sea is referred 

to over and over again in the Old Testament on at least 25 occasions.  This was  a miracle like no other; a 

decisive demonstration that the enemy was no match for the God of Israel. 

This shows us God’s response when his people are in desperate need and when even their faith has failed 

them.  God will always come to our rescue – we can be sure of that.  What do we read in Corinthians: “Love 

always protects” and our God is the God who is Love.  We have his assurance that he is always with us as our 

shield and protector.  That is why, as Christians, we are called to pray, trust and praise – not to panic and 

despair.  We are called to show love, joy, peace and patience – even in the middle of difficulties.  That is what 

should distinguish us from the rest of the world.   

The Israelites had a wonderful service of praise once they were rid of their enemy; they even wrote a new 

song for the occasion.  It’s recorded in chapter 15.  But how much better if they could have trusted and praised 

God before he defeated the enemy! 

Let’s consider one final thing before I finish.  Did this miracle occur only to save the Israelites or to teach the 

Egyptians a lesson – or was there more to it than that?  In fact the answer is given in v18.  God says: 

The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharoah, his chariots and his 

horsemen. 

The primary reason for the miracle was that God would be glorified.  Indeed, that is always God’s intention 

for he alone deserves glory.  The Westminster Catechism tells us: 

Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to bring joy to him forever. 

And Peter tells us in his first letter: 

 You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may 

declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 

Our purpose then as Christians, in all we do, should be to glorify God.  Often we do that through how we react 

to circumstances.  Our quiet and confident faith brings glory to God.  Our declaration of praise – even before 

the situation is resolved – brings glory to God.  That is the reason he has implanted the Holy Spirit within us, 

to enable us to trust and to feel peace when those who don’t know God feel only fear.  As Christians, we have 

been set free from our slavery to sin, but for each of us there is a ‘Red Sea’ to cross, a seemingly impossible 

situation to face.  Indeed there are many of these as we continue on our Christian journey.  That’s why we 

need to get to know our God, just as Moses did.  We are called to be people of faith, and people who bring 

glory to God through their trust in him.  So the message for us today is that we must get to know our God 

more intimately.  May he give us grace to do so. 


