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First I would like to put the passage we have just read into context. 
The events of our passage took place shortly after the Israelites crossed the red sea. 
The Israelites were unhappy with Moses because Pharaohs army closed in on them, God showed his power 
by parting the red sea and Moses led the Israelites to safety. 
As we heard last week they were unhappy with Moses because of the lack of water, again God used Moses 
to provide water in a supernatural way. Throughout this time God provided food supernaturally by making 
Man-nah appear overnight. And looking ahead, soon they will reach Mount Sinai where they will receive 
the 10 commandments.  
 
On this journey towards Mount Sinai, at Rephidim, they were attacked by the Amalekites. Who were the 
Amalekites. It is believed that Amalek, who the Amalekites descended from, was the grandson of Esau, who 
cheated his brother Jacob out of his father’s blessing. In chapter 12 we read that about 600000 men plus 
women and children left Egypt, this shows what a large group of people were marching through the 
wilderness. Just a thought, to supply 600000 people with water, the rock that Moses struck cannot have 
been a small pebble and the water was not just a trickle, to supply all these people. The Israelites travelled 
through a wilderness that was very arid, very dry. Any people roaming these lands were most certainly very 
worried about this trek moving through their land. This could have been one reason why the Amalekites 
attacked Israel, but the bible does not give us an exact reason. 
 
Moses tells Joshua to select people to fight the Amalekites, we are not told how many were selected, or 
what criteria Joshua used. Moses tells Joshua that he will stand on top of a hill, the next morning, to 
observe the battle with the staff of God. 
We can safely assume that it is the same staff that Moses has used several times to demonstrate God’s 
power. The staff that became a snake in front of Pharaoh and his magicians. The staff that Moses struck the 
waters of the Nile with and turned it into blood. The staff that Moses stretched over Egypt to create a 
plague of frogs. The very staff that Moses struck the red sea with and it subsequently parted. This rod is not 
a magic wand, although I can just picture Indiana Jones dashing around the world and snatching it from 
some villains. The staff was more like the sceptres of the medieval kings, a symbol of their power and 
status. We read that Joshua fought as he was told and Moses, his brother Aaron and Hur went to the top of 
the hill.  
 

We learned from our reading that the battle ebbed and flowed, sometimes the Israelites had the upper 
hand sometimes the Amalekites. Whenever Moses raised his arms Israel was gaining ground, when his 
arms got tired and he could not hold them up any more the Amalekites advanced. I suggest you try this 
sometime, hold your arm stretched out and hold something, maybe just a tin of soup, see how long you 
will last. Moses was struggling, he was over 80 years old, so his brother and Hur helped him, they sat him 
on a rock and held his arms up, they literally supported Moses. As a result Joshua and his men won the 
battle.  
 

There is a lot in this book and passage, when you search for “bible exodus” on the amazon website you will 
get about 5000 hits. I will in a short while try to look into how this passage could be relevant for us today, 
but when I read the passage I read a little bit further, in fact in the very next verse, it became very 
interesting. 
 

It says: 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that 
Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven.” 

 



This verse started off a discussion with my daughter, in person at first and it continued on WhatsApp the 
next day. This is a difficult verse, so violent, so politically incorrect and we often tend to avoid verses like 
this.  
I will not go into great depth, but I thought that I should share some thoughts that emerged from that 
discussion. 
 

If we believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God, then this verse is there for a reason, how could we 
approach such a verse, after all God seems to advocate genocide. 
 

Are the zeitgeist, our values the right scale to measure God against? How have humanities values changed 
over the years, decades, centuries and millennia, they have changed considerably and who says that they 
might not change in the future. In contrast in Malachi 3:6 we read that God is the same yesterday, today 
and tomorrow – meaning forever, his values never change. Again should we really use the morality of the 
day to judge God – it seems a tad preposterous.  
The second thought, on what we can learn from this verse, and in fact the whole journey of Israel through 
the desert and into the Promised Land, is that actions have consequences. Pharaoh learned this several 
times when he went back on his word, from the plagues, to his army drowning in the red sea. The Israelites 
learned this, when they made the golden calf and as a result their journey took a lot longer. I could add 
many passages from the old and New Testament – actions, our actions have consequences. I hasten to say 
that the discussion with my daughter has not reached a conclusion yet.  
I came across an interesting fact concerning the promise of God that he will wipe the memory of Amalek 
from under the heaven? Draw your own conclusion from the fact that Archaeologist haven’t found a trace 
of the Amalekites yet, so is the story a myth not describing real events or was God true to his word? 

 

But is there anything we can learn from the story about the battle with Amalek, for us, here, today? 

 

I think the events described can be seen as a part of a model of how a church should function.  I am not 
advocating marching to the River Don, striking it with a stick and fighting with the people from Rotherham, 
for a start there are bridges. 
 

Joking aside, what struck me, when reading the passage was the sense of unity amongst the Israelites, on 
this occasion, and they fought. Everybody played their part, Joshua selected the men capable of fighting. 
Moses and Aaron, not quite fighting age any more, being in their 80’s, went to the top of a hill praying for 
and blessing the people. Aaron and Hur supported Moses when his arms grew tired. How can we support 
our church family in their various roles? While preparing this talk, I kept coming back to when Jesus washed 
the disciples’ feet, he served. Serving does not mean being subservient, but to support others in the church 
with our talents to release their gifts.  I believe that God will bless such a servant heart. I want to close with 
a question, if we do a bit of soul-searching, have we in the past supported one another, held on another's 
arms up or have we added to our brothers and sisters load by doing pull ups on their arms? 

 

Amen 

 

 


